
 

   

Dear SIEC -ISBE Members  

 

I am happy to serve as your newly elected International 

President for SIEC.  Although I was unable to attend our 

international conference in Puerto Rico due to a scheduled 

surgery, it was nice to connect with many conference at-

tendees during my Skype presentation.  Thank you to Dr. 

Juanita Rodriguez and her conference planning committee 

for providing a wonderful educational and cultural experi-

ence for our SIEC members.  I would also like to thank our 

retiring executive committee members, Petra Bragadóttir,  

for her exemplary service to SIEC as past International 

President, and Monica Tengling for her support and service to SIEC as VP for the 

Nordic-Speaking Region.  I look forward to working with them in the future ð 

especially at our 90th International Conference in Reykjavik, Iceland (See an-

nouncement below).   

 

As a SIEC-member for almost 30 years and a member of the SIEC Board in Swe-

den for about 20 years I am well aware of the benefits, challenges, and issues we 

must address to continue as a viable, relevant organization.  (Continue on page 2.) 
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LETõS START PLANNING! 
90th SIEC-ISBE International Conference  

Reykjavik, Iceland 

July 29-August 3, 2018 

                                  Conference Theme:  òStart-Upsó 

 

Conference Hotel  ð Rekjavik Lights Hotel (https://www.keahotels.is/en/hotels/reykjavik-

lights/images-lights) (50 Rooms on hold at this price if you book the room before April 29, 

2018. Booking code:  R-031039)  

Room Rates:  Single: 170 EUR; Double: 190 EUR; Triple: 220 EUR 

 

Call for Proposals  -  Located on page 5 in this newsletter. Proposal form will be posted on the SIEC-ISBE website 

later in October. 

Conference updates will be continually posted at siec-isbe.org. 

http://siec-isbe.org 
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Continued from page 1 ñ International Presidentõs Message  

 

Given my attendance at 13 SIEC international conferences and several Nordic conferences, the many personal rela-

tions to SIEC members, and the opportunities I have had to publish several articles in the SIEC Newsletter, I regard 

SIEC as a wonderful and helpful international network in the area of business education and business studies. 

 

Our challenge to attract more and younger members and to offer an interesting content for our members and other 

stakeholders (i.e. sponsors, advertisers) cannot be overstated. To achieve this we must continue to encourage con-

tributions to our SIEC Newsletter that focus on pedagogical articles, teaching ideas, and teaching materials. In addition, 

we need support our International Journal for Business Education by encouraging submissions and research that moni-

tor the academic world of business. 

 

Iõm looking forward to this new role as International President and hope that I can be of service to you all in many 

different ways to promote our profession and create partnerships around the world. Please, donõt hesitate to con-

tact me if you have new ideas, suggestions, or questions at sergeije2@gmail.com.  

 

Best regards 

 

C-G Ekström, International President 

SIEC-ISBE 

. . . . . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impressions of the 89 th  SIEC-ISBE International Conference, San 

Juan, Puerto Rico  
Written by: Christina Gendenberg and Nina Hultqvist, Gothenburg, Sweden. 

 

We had the privilege of attending the International SIEC Conference for the first 

time as representatives from Hvitfeldtska Upper Secondary School, Gothenburg, 

Sweden. The theme for the conference, "Internationalization of Education: A Why and 

How Perspective," was well represented in the conference workshops, presentations, 

and cultural excursions. The U.S. territory of Puerto Rico is a beautiful island locat-

ed in the northeast Caribbean Sea with a population of approximately 3.6 million. 

The name Puerto Rico means "rich harbor." This is quite an appropriate description 

given their production and distribution of textiles, tobacco, pharmaceuticals, and 

electronics. As the competition from countries with low wages has increased, the 

unemployment rate has increased causing many Puerto Ricans to move to the U.S. 

mainland after 2010. 

 

The conference was fantastic and very well organized. The program included lec-

tures, study visits, and many opportunities to meet teachers from different coun-

tries.  We attended lectures and seminars about:  

Internationalization in the classroom - How we are (not) able to handle it; 

Developing intercultural skills for the knowledge economy; 

Future teachers in vocational schools in Bavaria a survey; 

Swedish Sustainability - A comparative ranking of government-owned companies; 

Better living through material science; 

Inspiring entrepreneurship in business students. 

  

It was interesting to find out how differently we perceive various concepts and how much we could learn from 

other unique cultures. For example, we had many questions and a robust discussion about the environmental policy 

and practices in Sweden illustrating how we separate consumer products and how we deal with recycling. Entre-

preneurship was another interesting topic where we exchange experiences and discussed what student qualities 

are the most important to develop. (Continue on page 4.)  

Nina Hultqvist (L) and Christina 
Gendenberg (R), SIEC-Sweden, with 
Shareefah Muhammad, ISBE USA  

mailto:sergeije2@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Sea
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           Thank You, Puerto Rico! 
                  89th SIEC-ISBE      
          International Conference  
                            2017 
 


